MARLBOROUGH
hang'd for no Reason in the World, but because they would not
disown what they had said, that King Charles the Second had
broke his Covenant. I have cried at some of these Trials, to sec
the Cruelty that was done to these Men only for their choosing
to die rather than tell a Lye. Mow happy would this Country
be if we had more of those Sort of Men I I remember the Duke
of Marlborough was mightily grieved one Day at a Conversation
he had heard between the Uarl of Argyle (who was beheaded
afterwards for explaining the Test in saying he took it in such a
Sense as was agreeable to his duty to God and the King) and the
Duke of York. The Duke of Marlborough told me he never
heard a man speak more Reason than he did to the Duke [of York]
and after he had said what he at first resolved, the Duke would
never make Answer to any Thing, But You shall excuse me, my
Lord, You shall excuse me My Lord; And so continued for a
long Time whatever he said without answering otherwise.
Another thing I remember the Duke of Marlborough told me
when we were in Scotland, there came a Letter from Lewis the
Grand to the Duke of York, writ by himself; which put all the
Family into a great Disorder ; For no body could read it. But
it was enough to shew there was a strict [secret] Correspondence
between the Duke and the King of France, All these things the
Duke of Marlborough told me with great Grief; But it was not
at all in his Power to help any of them.1
We may make all allowances for the bias of this statement,
but it certainly reveals the breach which had opened. The
Duchess was eighty, but an old person's memory generally
recalls faithfully the impressions of youth, while it often
fails to record the events of later life.
In August 1681 the Duke of York's affairs in England were
going from bad to worse, and the King was in desperate
grapple with his brother's pursuers. An intense effort was
concerted to persuade James to conform at least in outward
semblance to the religion of his future subjects. His appeals
to be recalled to England were made use of against him. The
King offered to allow him to return if he would but come to
church. After all, had he not consented to be present during
the prayers of the Scottish Parliament ? Surely what all his
1 Letter of October 6, 1744, in Spencer MSS.
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